
12 BAR BLUES CHORDS:  Blues music is based around a chord progression
that lasts for 12 bars.  There are three chords in a specific order that gives blues

its distinctive sound.   The chords are always chord 1, chord 4 and chord 5 in
whatever key the music is in.  This example shows the chords in C major.  

WALKING BASS: The bass part in
blues music is called a walking
bass because it consists of the

notes of the chords played one at
a time on each beat of the bar.  It

creates a steady, continuous beat.  
This is an example of a walking

bass line in the key of C.  

BLUES SCALE: The blues scale is a specific selection
of notes used for improvisation and the melody.  It
has a flattened third and seventh which gives it the
distinctive 'blues' sound.  This is the blues scale in

the key of C.   

ORIGINS:  African slaves brought their musical traditions with them when they were transported to work in the North American colonies. 
 These work songs were sung rhythmically in time with the task being completed.  They used call and response where a phrase from the
lead singer was followed by the rest of the group singing a response.  Early blues music was usually a solo singer accompanied by guitar or

piano, sometimes with added drums or harmonica.  

THE BLUESTHE BLUES
This topic explores the history and development of Blues Music.  you will learn how the music developed from African
Slave songs into the music we know as Blues today.  You will learn the key music features of Blues music and you will

compose a short piece that includes the blues scale, walking bass, 12 bar blues chords and improvisation.  

LYRICS  In blues music the lyrics are often about sad subject such as loneliness
and poverty.  A verse usually consists of three lines to reflect the structure of the
chord progression.  The first and second lines are the same and the third line is

different.  

TEMPO:  The tempo of
blues music is slow. 

IMPROVISATION:  Music that is made up as you
go along.



 Add extra notes or take notes away.
Change the rhythm or time signature.
Take a small part of the theme and make it into a sequence.
Play the theme at a different pitch.
add different accompaniments such as chords, drone or
ostinato.
change the tempo.
Change the tonality.  For example, from A major key to a
minor key.

creating a variation:
There are many ways in which the theme could be transformed
to creation a variation.  Here are some suggestions:

Theme and Variations 
Theme and Variations is a style of composition that has an initial
melody (theme) followed by a number of sections (variations)
which transform and develop the theme in different ways.

This is an example of a theme.  
It is a simple melody that uses a limited range of notes.  It is also quite repetitve.  

Melody - notes of various pitches and rhythms played one
after another.  A tune.
Accompaniment - the background music which is not the Melody. 
 For example, chords and bass.
Chords - more than two notes played at the same time.
DroNe - A repeated note or notes held throughout a passage
of music.
Ostinato - A short repeated pattern.
Sequence - A repetition of a short musical idea but at a
different pitch.
Time Signature - How many beats in the bar.  
Tempo - The speed of the music.

KeY Terms:

suggested listening: 
Air and variations by g. handel: https://youtu.be/Mza-xqk770k

movement 4 from the trout quintet by F. schubert https://youtu.be/HwbWvGtaZGo 
 


