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We aspire to provide a music curriculum where all 

students can  become musicians who learn and 

develop through a varied range of musical and 

creative experiences which form the foundation to a 

lifelong passion for music. 

The music curriculum provides opportunities for all to create, play, perform and enjoy music; to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to develop 

the confidence to make informed judgements about music. Learners work on a range of instruments and voices, use technology, explore a range of genres and styles. 

Additionally, the music curriculum allows students a vehicle for self expression whilst also giving them the chance to reflect on different cultures and the world we live in.  

Just Play

Learn as you play on the ukulele, 

guitar and keyboard.  You will 

develop an understanding of the 

instruments as well as how to 

play chords.  You will learn how 

to play and sing alongside others.   

Composing With Loops

You will begin to develop your 

understanding of texture and structure by 

using loops  to create your own piece of 

music.  You will also learn how to use the 

DAW, Bandlab.

Just Play 2

You will continue to develop your skills 

as a performer on vocals, ukulele, 

guitar and keyboard.  Your knowledge 

of chords will progress onto the 

difference between major and minor 

chords and you will develop an 

understanding of different rhythm 

patterns.    

Melody, Chords and Bass

You will continue to develop your 

composing skills by using Bandlab to 

create a short piece that builds up a 

chord pattern, bass, beat and melody 

created by you.  

Just Play 3

Returning to whole class 

performance, you will develop 

your understanding of how to 

play short riffs on ukulele, guitar 

and keyboard whilst also 

developing your understanding 

of how to play chords.  

African Music

Explore the main rhythmic musical features 

and devices used in African Music, 

including the African drumming and vocal  

traditions of West Africa.   You will learn to 

perform different drum strokes on a 

Djembe before composing and performing 

simple rhythms.

4 Chord Songs

You will learn how to create an 

arrangement of songs that share the 

same chord progression.  You will 

perform and sing your creations in 

small ensembles. 

Ostinatos and Riffs

Develop your knowledge of 

classical music by creating a short 

ostinato based composition in a 

minimalist style.  

Band Skills

Experience being part of a band, 

learning a new instrument/developing 

their skills on their instrument and 

building confidence to perform in front 

of others.

The Blues

You will develop an understanding of 12 bar 

blues, walking bass and the blues scale 

through the creation of your own blues style 

piece.  You will also learn about the 

historical context of this genre.

Variations

You will learn how to apply the elements of 

music to create a musical variation over a 

ground bass. You will also learn about the 

historical context of this musical form.

Song Writing

You learn how to write and perform your 

own pop songs which you will perform in 

small groups.  You will also learn about 

the historical development of pop music. 

Band Skills Part 1

Experience being part of a 

band, learning a 

new instrument/developing their skills 

on their instrument and 

building confidence to perform in front 

of others.

Musicals

You will learn about the genre of musical 

theatre by performing songs from 

different musicals that are related in a 

range of genres including jazz and hip 

hop.

Soundtracks

You will experience being 

“film soundtrack composers” and 

explore the challenges and music 

devices used in film soundtrack 

composition.

Band Skills Part 1

Develop as part of a band, developing 

their skills on their instrument or 

voice and building confidence to 

perform in front of others.

In The Style Of

This topic introduces you to the skill of remixing. You will 

develop your understanding the importance of looping 

rhythms, melody, harmony and composing whilst learning 

about the cultural context of this genre.

Performing Skills for GCSE Music

Introducing GCSE performance skills and 

starting two years of developing solo and 

ensemble pieces.

A0S 4

Popular Music

Developing your 

knowledge of this area of 

study.

AOS 1

Musical Form & 

Devices

Developing your 

knowledge of this 

area of study.

AOS 3

Film Music

Developing your knowledge of this 

area of study.

AOS 2

Music For Ensemble

Developing your 

knowledge of this area of 

study. Free Brief Composition

Learning about and 

completing your first GCSE 

composition (composing to 

your own brief).

Badinerie – J.S 

Bach

Developing your 

knowledge of this set 

work.

Africa - Toto

Developing your 

knowledge of this set 

work.

Solo & Ensemble Performance

Finalising your solo performance 

and rehearsing the material you 

want to perform with others.

Free Brief Composition

Finalise your composition 

ready to submit for your 

coursework.

Set Brief 

Composition

Using the 

briefs set by 

the Eduqas to 

create your 

second 

composition.

AOS 4

Popular Music

Revisiting this area of 

study and set work.

Listening & 

Appraising 

Music 

Revisiting 

theory and 

set works 

information in 

preparation 

for your exam 

at the end of 

the course.

AOS 2

Music For Ensemble

Revisiting this area of 

study.

AOS 3

Film Music

Revisiting this area 

of study.

AOS 1

Musical 

Form & 

Devices 

Revisiting 

this area of 

study and 

set work.

Solo & Ensemble 

Performance 

Recordings

Solo and ensemble 

performances will be 

completed and 

recorded

Set Brief Composition

Finalise your composition 

ready to submit for your 

coursework.


